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W
hat could be the m

otives for producing a P
opperian half-life such as the present volum

e?
T

his w
ork, w

hich takes K
arl P

opper right up to his debut on the w
orld stage w

ith the assum
ption of his

position at the London S
chool of E

conom
ics, displays no inclination to follow

 up w
ith the

com
plem

entary second half of P
opper's life som

etim
e in the future. Indeed, the author adm

its that the
om

itted subsequent "public P
opper" w

as frequently an em
barrassm

ent. H
ere is truncation w

ith a
purpose: this book is w

ritten to recom
m

end the w
ork of the early P

opper to the "academ
ic left" and to

"historiciz[e] the postm
odern predicam

ent [as] an antidote to current false consciousness" (p. 262).
S

ince this is a w
ork in social/political theory m

asquerading as biography, I shall respond in kind.

T
here have recently been a spate of attem

pts to revisit the m
ajor figures of the philosophy

of science in the tw
entieth century, prim

arily for the purpose of explaining to ourselves w
hat it w

as that
provoked such an efflorescence of ingenuity, only to result in the subsequent letdow

n w
e now

 confront
or enjoy: C

artw
right et al. on N

eurath, F
uller on K

uhn, and K
advany on Lakatos. M

alachi H
acohen

adm
its that this constitutes his m

otive as w
ell: he is im

pressed w
ith the early P

opper's political leftism
and anti-foundational ism

, regarding the later C
old W

arrior as a sad retrogression. It seem
s to m

e,
how

ever, that he has m
issed the m

ajor lesson of all these retrospectivesxru ee y, w
hat em

erges rom

F
d
u
e
to

	

cises, as a group, is the thesis that t e oom
ing

	

in general intellectual discourse
hers of science in the m

id-tw
entieth century (as opposed to their current irrelevance) w

as
fact that they w

ere doing social theory all along under the guise of describing S
cience.

re, their question of the true nature of legitim
ate S

cience w
as seen as a crucial prelim

inary
anding w

hich politico-econom
ic system

 w
ould com

eto dom
inate in the G

reat D
epression,

r II, and the C
old W

ar.

F
rom

 this perspective, I strongly doubt that P
opper's social significance ever derived from

his durable "solution" of any pressing philosophical problem
s: D

id he really proffer a usable
"dem

arcation criterion" for science, or rectify the problem
 of induction, or adequately describe

probabilities as propensities, or banish "subjectivism
" from

 physics, or even really dem
onstrate that

M
arxism

 w
as untestable? (T

his is not the w
ay w

e now
 view

 the fall of the W
all.) N

o, during the C
old

W
ar it turned out that the very best apologists for W

estern society w
ere leftists and

anti-foundationalists; and one can observe this in the history of postw
ar social sciences like econom

ics
(vide the C

ow
les C

om
m

ission) and psychology, as w
ell as the philosophy of science. K

uhn et al. then
took the next logical step in the sequence: som

ething like "critical rationalism
" w

as w
idely deem

ed a
thoroughly im

plausible account of social organization in an anti-foundationalist context (certainly
P

opper him
self never presided over an "O

pen S
ociety" of scholarship, as H

acohen ruefully adm
its).

S
ocial order had to be reconceptualized and reim

posed, be it through "norm
al science," "progressive

research program
s," or w

hatever.

H
ence, banishing the half-life of the C

old W
arrior from

 the biographical account is to
parade a pointless P

opper in a plotless P
unch-and-Judy show

. H
acohen rightly cautions the reader

about the unreliability of P
opper's autobiography U

nended Q
uest, but he should have taken m

ore to
heart P

opper's assertions therein that although he knew
 alm

ost no social theory, that didn't prevent
him

 from
 seeking to dictate good "scientific m

ethod" to the social sciences (p. 121); and furtherm
ore,

	

that his vaunted m
ethod of "situational analysis" w

as little m
ore than a repackaging of neoclassical

econom
ics (itself a physics im

itation) as a general m
ethodology for the social sciences (p. 117). T

hus
w

hen H
acohen proposes "situational logic" as a tem

plate for his historiography, is he sufficiently aw
are

that he is m
erely participating in the general m

ovem
ent to extend neoclassical econom

ics as a T
heory

of E
verything for our contem

porary globalized situation? If the purpose really w
as to dem

onstrate that
P

opper w
as situatedly rational, there w

ould be no pressing need to w
rite a biography; one could just as
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w
ell fit his data to a generic m

axim
ization m

odel. H
istory should m

ake us rather m
ore self-conscious

about our scholarly and political options, not less.
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